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   CONSONANT ORDER 
 
¡ - g1   ê – t3  ì – l3 

¢ - k4  − – n3  ¸ - w3 

£ - k3  ® - b1  ¹ - h4 

¤ - ng3  ¯ -bp1  ¹¤ - ng4 

¥ - ch1  ° - p4  ¹¨ - ny4 

¦ - s4  ± - f4  ¹− (Î) – n4  

§ - s3  ² - p3  ¹´ (Ï) – m4

¨ - ny3  ³ - f3  ¹ì (Í) – l4 

© - d1  ´ - m3  ¹¸ - w4 

ª - dt1  μ - y1  º - --1 - 
« -t4  ë – r3  » - h3 

 
 
    VOWEL ORDER 
 
x½ a:   Áx ñx aa:/ae:  Àx ñ¼ ia 
x ñx a:  Áx aa/aw  x¼x ia 
x¾ a   Âx½ o:  Àx ôº eua: 
x ò i:  x öx o:  Àx õº eua 
x ó i  Âx o  x ö̧ ½  ua: 
x ô eu;  Àx¾½ oh:/aw: x ņ̃ x ua: 
x õ eu  xºñx oh:/aw: x ö̧  ua 
x ÷ u:  x ð oh/aw  x¸x ua 
x ø u  xºx oh/aw  Ãx ay:/ai: 
Àx½ e:  Àx ò er:  Äx ay:/ai: 
Àx ñx e  Àx ó er  Àx ö¾ ow:/ao: 
Àx e  Àx ñ¼½ ia;  x¿ a:m 
Áx½ aa:/ae:  x ñ¼x ia:  xº¨ ohy/oi: 
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  RULES ON LAO ALPHABETICAL ORDER 
 
(1) The priority of single Lao letters (consonants and vowels) and tone mark is as listed below. 
 
CONSONANTS: 
¡ ¢ £ ¤ ¥ ¦ § ¨ © ª « ê − ® ¯ ° ± ² ³ ´ μ ë  ì ¸ ¹ ¹¤ ¹¨ Î Ï ¹ù 
¹¸ º » 
 
VOWELS: 
x½  xñx  x¾  xò  xó  x ô   xõ  x÷  xø  Àx½  Àx ñx  Àx  Áx½  Áxñx  Áx  Âx½  xöx   Âx  Àx¾½  xºñx  
x ð  xºx  Àxò Àx ó  Àxñ¼½  xñ¼x  Àx ñ¼  x¼x  Àx ôº  Àxõº  x ö¸½  xņ̃ x  xö̧   x¸x  Ãx  Äx  Àx ö¾  
x¿ 
 
TONE MARKS: 
xÈ    x É    x Ê    x Ë 
 
(2) The letters within words are ordered according to their pronunciation, not the order in which the 

letters are written. 
Thus, Á¢¸ can be found under ¢ŒÁŒ¸, not ÁŒ¢Œ¸. 

(3) Words without tone marks are ordered before those with tone marks. The following list illustrates 
this rule. 
¡ò̧   Á¡  Á¡È−  Á¡¸  Á¡É¸  ¡¼¸  ¡È¼¸  ¡É¼¤ 

(4) Words are ordered on syllable at a time as illustrated in the following list: 
¡½  ¡½êò  ¡½ì¾  ¡ñ−  ¡ñ−¨¾  ¡¾ 

(5) Syllables beginning with double consonants come after syllables beginning with single 
consonants, as in the example below 
¢¾  Á¢¸  À¢ö¾  ¢¿  ¢¸¾  Á¢¸¤  ¹¾−  ¹¿  À¹¤È¡  ¹¤¿  Á¹¨ 

(6) Syllables which contain an unwritten letter x½ are ordered as if the letter x½ were written, as in the 
following list: 
¦½  ¦ì¾©  ¦À ó̧̈   ¦ñ−  ¦¾  ¦¾¦−¾  ¦¾¨¾  À¦ö¾ 
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LAO SPILLING 
 
CONSONANTS 
 
(1) SIMPLE CONSONANTS: 
 
Lao has 20 consonant sounds and one silent consonant. These can be written with one of 33 
consonant letters. (Note: Lao actually has 27 distinct consonant symbols. These symbols combine, 
since some letters are pairs of symbols, to make the 33 consonant letters which are found in the 
dictionary.) The consonant letters are divided into three groups according to the tone on which they 
are spoken as follows: 

(a) 8 Akson Kang ( ºñ¡¦º−¡¾¤ ) or low tone (tone 1) consonants: 
 
¡      ¥       ©      ª      ®      ¯      μ      º 
g          ch          d          dt          b          bp        y           - 
 
(b) 13 Akson Tam ( ºñ¡¦º−ªÔ ) or high tone (tone 3) consonants: 
 
£     §     ê     ²     ³      »      ¤      ¨      −      ´      ë      ì      ¸ 
k         s         t          p          f         h           ng        ny         n          m          r           l            w 
 
(c) 12 Akson Sung ( ºñ¡¦º−¦ø¤ ) or rising tone (tone 4) consonants. These cover the same 

basic sounds as the Akson Tam consonants, but are spoken on a different tone level. 
(Note: a 13th Akson Sung consonant exists, but is used only for foreign words.) 

 
¢    ¦    «      °     ±     ¹     ¹¤     ¹¨    Î     Ï     Í     ¹¸ 
k        s        t          p         f          h         ng          ny          n          m          l          w 
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(2) FINAL CONSONANTS   ªö¸¦½¡ö©¦÷©êÉ¾¨ 
 

(a) Lao syllables always have an initial consonant and a vowel. In addition, some syllables 
have a final consonant. These final consonants fall into three categories as follows: 
Nasals finals:  ng,  n  and  m       ¤     −     ´ 

Unreleased stops:  k,   d and b ¡     ©     ® 

Semi-finals:  y and  w  ¨     ¸ 
 

(b) The four most common of these finals have standard and variant spellings as 
summarized below. 
Sound std. Spelling Spelling Variant 
-k  ¡  ¢  £ 
-d  ©  ¥  ¦  §  ª  «  ê 
-b  ®  ¯  ²  ³ 
-n  −  ë  ì 
 

(c) Final consonants are written according to their pronunciation rather than according to 
their etymological root in Pali or Sanskrit. 
¦ñ¡ë¾§ should be  ¦ñ¡ë¾© 
¦ö²  should be  ¦ö® 
¦Â´¦ë should be  ¦½Â´¦º− 
ºñ¡¦ë¦¾ªëÌ  should be ºñ¡¦º−¦¾© 
 

(d) Spelling variants of final consonants are only used within polysyllabic words as illustrated 
below. 
ê÷¢À¸ê½−¾  ê÷£½ª½®÷ë÷©    ¡ò¥½¡¾−    ºñ¦½¥ñ−   êñ́ ½©¾ 
ë¾§¡¾−  ºñª£ñ©  ëñ«½®¾− ²÷ê½¦¾¦−¾ 
²öì½À ṍº¤ °öì½ ø̄¡ ºñ̄ ½Â¨© Àê²½©¾ 
 
 

 



 5

(3) DOUBLE CONSONANTS   
ºñ¡¦º−£¸® 
(a)  Double consonants are consonants which combine with the letters ¸, ë or ì  to from a 

single sound unit. 
       Examples are listed below. 
  +ë +ì +¸ 
ª+ ªë ªì ª¸ 
¢+ ¢ë  ¢¸ 
±+  ±ì 
£+   £¸ 
¡+ ¡ë  ¡¸ 
ê+   ê¸ 
²+ ²ë 
¦ë½   ¢¸¾ £¸¾ ª¸¾ ªëó ṍ¢¸¾ £¸¾¹¾ Ä´ªëó ©óª¸¾ 

  £¸¾¨  ¢¸¾  ¢¸¾´  Á¢¸¤  £ëø  ¡ë¾´  ²ë½  ²ëö́  
 
(b) Consonants which combine with are not double consonants, but are simply Akson Sung 

consonant letters.The is a silent letter. The letter  is only used for words coming from 
foreign languages. 

ºñ¡¦º−¯½¦ö´ 
  +¤ +¨ +−  +´ +ë +ì +¸ 
 ¹+ ¹¤ ¹¨ ¹− ¹´ ¹ë ¹ì ¹¸ 
When you write you need to write as followed: 
ÁªÈ¸È¾À´ˆºÀ¸ì¾¢¼−ªÉº¤¢¼−À¯ñ−©„¤−š 
 ¹¼ Î Ï  Í 
 Ï¾  À¹¤ö¾  »øÎø 
 ®óÏó  ²ðÀÏ¾½ À»õºÄÍ 
 Ï¾  ¹ùõ  Îø 
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(c) All other combinations of consonants are understood and pronounced as if the letter x½ 
came after the initial consonant. The rule concerning the writing of the letter x½ is to omit 
it in polysyllabic words. 

ºñ¡¦º−¥ø¤ 
  +¤ +¨ +−  +´ +ë +ì +¸ 
¦+  ¦¤ ¦¨ ¦− ¦´ ¦ë ¦ì ¦¸ 
¢+   ¢¨ ¢− ¢´ ¢ë  ¢¸ 
«+   «¨ «− «´  «ì «¸ 
°+   °¨     °¸ 
±+      ±ë 
ª+       ªì 
¯+       ¯ì ¯¸  

²+       ²ì 
 
¦−½   ¦À−   ¢À ó̈   ¦À−ó   ¦À ó́   °¨¾   ¦´ð   ¦À−¾½   ó̄¦ì÷   ¢ ÷́  
ªì¾©  ¯ì¾©  ¦¾¦−¾  ¯¾«−¾  ¦ó¦Àìö¾  «ì¿«Äì  ¦¤È¾   ¦Ä´     
¦À−ó   ¦ì¾©   ¦÷¥ëò©  °¨¾  ¢À´−  «− ö−   ¦À¸ó¨  ²ë½ 
 
(d) When two of the same consonant come together within a polysyllabic word, one of 

them is omitted in the writer word. 
 

¦ ņ̃−−½£ö©  may be written ¦ ņ̃−½£ö© 
¦ ņ̃−−½À¢© may be written ¦ ņ̃−½À¢© 
£÷−−½¦ö́ ®ñ©  may be written £÷−½¦ö́ ®ñ© 
êñ́ ´½©¾  may be written êñ́ ½©¾ 
êñ́ ´½ê¾−  may be written êñ´½ê¾− 
¸ñ−−½£½©ó  may be written ¸ñ−½£½©ó 
 
 



 7

 
VOWELS  ¦ë½ 
Lao has 39 vowels symbols which can be classified into three groups: basic vowels, diphthongs and 
special vowels. 
 
(1) BASIC VOWELS AND DIPHTHONGS 

The nine basic vowels and three diphthongs all have short and long forms. These short and long 
vowels in Lao have the same basic sound; they differ only in terms of the duration over which this 
sound is produced. 
In addition, many of these vowels have two alternative forms depending on whether the syllable 
they are in has a final consonant or not. The following list summarizes these different forms. 

 
 Short  Short + final  Long  Long + final 

a:  x½ x ñx   a  x¾ - 
i:  x ò -   I  x ó - 
eu:  x ô -   eu  x õ - 
u:  x ÷ -   u  x ø - 
eu:  Àx½ Àx ñx   e  Àx - 
aa:/ae: Áx½ Áxñx   aa/ae  Áx - 
o:  Âx½ x öx   o  Âx - 
oh:/aw: Àx¾½ xºñx   oh/aw x ð xºx 
er:  Àx ò -   er  Àx ó - 
ia:  Àx ñ¼½ x ñ¼x   ia  Àx ñ¼ x¼x 
eua:  Àx ôº -   eua  Àx õº -  

  
 ua:  x ö̧ ½ x ņ̃x   ua  x ö̧  x¸x 
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(2) SPECIAL VOWELS  ¦ë½²òÀ¦© 
Although certain sounds could be written with a short vowel together with a semi-vowel, Lao uses 
special vowel symbols instead, as shown in the following list. These special vowels all fall into the 
short vowel category. Rules regarding their use are listed below. 
 
    ay:/ai: ow:/ao: a:m ohy/oi: 
special vowels Ãx  Äx  Àx ö¾  x¿  xº¨ 
root or alternative x ñ̈   x ñ̈   x½+ ¸  x ñ́   x¼ 
 

(a) After an Akson Tam or Akson Kang x¿ is used instead of xñ́ . 
(b) Although there are cases for which Äx (Ä´É´½ì¾¨) is interchangeable with Ãx (Ä É́́ Ȩ́ −), 

in many cases the choice of symbol determines the meaning of the word. 
(c) xº¨ is the preferred symbol for the now little used x¼. 
 
 

(3) WRITING VOWELS 
(a) Vowels written above or below a word are written over or under the first letter f single 

consonants or the second letter of combined or double consonants. 
 
Single consonants   double consonants 

ø̄−   ¡ò−   ëö©   ®ñ¤  ¹ ņ̃¤   Ïø   £ëø   ²ëö́  
(b) In polysyllabic words, the first letter x is omitted as shown in the examples below. 
ªì¾©   ¦À ó́   ¦À ó̧̈    ºñ̄ Â¨©   ¯ ņ̃©   ¦Ä´   ¯Â¨©   ņ̃¥−¾− ÷¡ö´ 
 
 

TONE MARKS   Ä´É°ñ−¦¼¤ 
 
Lao has four tone marks: 
(1) Common:  xÈ (Ä É́Àº¡) changes the tone of all syllables to mid tone. 

    xÉ (Ä´ÉÂê) changes the tone of all syllables to a falling stone. 
(2) Rare:   xÊ (Ä´Éªëó) raises the tone of a syllable. 

    xË (Ä´É¥ñª½¸¾) 
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 TONE CODE 

The combination of letters (consonants and vowels) and tone marks of a Lao syllable tells readers 
two things: the sound of the syllable (for example, “ban”) and on what tone level to pronounce that 
syllable (for example, high falling). This tone code is summarized below and also inside both the front 
and back covers of the dictionary for quick reference. 
   

 
 

TONE CODE TABLE  
 
3 high 7 high falling  Long or    Long  Short or  Tone Mark 
2 mid    Nasal ending or  + stop  Short 
  4 rising   ¤ − ´   ¡ © ®  + stop  xÈ        xÉ 
1 low 6 low falling  Semi-vowel ending    ¡ © ® 
     ¨ ¸ 
 
Kang 
¡ ¥ © ª ® ¯ μ º   1       6                                3                           2          5 
Tam 
£ ¤ ¨ê § ê −   3       5     2   2          5 
² ³ ´ ë ì ¸ » 
Sung 
¢ ¦ « ° ± ¹   4       6    3   2        6 
¹¤ ¹¨ ¹−(Î) ¹´(Ï) ¹ì(Í) ¹¸ 

 

Short:  x½  xñx  x ò  xô  x ÷  Àx½  Àxñx  Áx½  Áxñx  Âx½  xöx  Àx¾½  xºñx  Àx ò  Àx ñ¼½  xñ¼x  Àx ôº  
x ö̧ ½ x ņ̃x  Ãx  Äx  Àxö¾  x¿ xº¨  
Long:  x¾  x ó  xõ  xø  Àx  Áx  Âx   x ð  xºx  Àx ó  Àx ñ¼  x¼x  Àx õº  x ö̧   x¸x   
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NUMBERS:  

1   2   3   4    5   6   7   8   9   0 
 
 
 

SYMBOLS  À£̂º¤¹´¾¨ºñ¡¦º−:  Å (À¡¾½ì½)    ditto mark ( “ ) 
          Å (À¡¾½ì½)    repeat the previous word 
          ÅìÅ ( ñ̈¤ ó́ºó¡ªÒÄ¯) etcetera (etc.) 
 
 
PUNCTUATION  À£̂º¤¹´¾¨ ņ̃¡:  (:) ¦º¤À ñ́©  colon 
     ( , ) ¥÷©  comma 

( ! ) ºñ¦¥ñ−  exclamation mark 
     ( - ) ¢ó©¢̃−  hyphen 
     (…) À ñ́©ì½  omission 
     ( ( ) ) ö̧¤Àìñ® parentheses 
     ( . ) À´ñ©  period 
     ( ? ) «¾´  question mark 
     ( “ ”) Àìñ®§Éº− quotation marks 
     (___) ¢ó©Ï¾¨ underlining 
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FINAL CONSONANTS. 

 
      Á´È¡ñ¡       Á´È¡ñ©     Á´È¡ñ®     Á´È¡ñ¤    
 (ªö̧  ¡ ¦½¡ö©)  (ªö̧  © ¦½¡ö©) (ªö̧  ® ¦½¡ö©) (ªö̧  ¤ ¦½¡ö©) 
x ñ¡   x¾¡  x ñ© x¾©  x ñ®  x¾®  x ñ¤    x¾¤ 
a:k  ak  a:t at  a:p  ap  a:ng   ang 
x ò¡  x ó¡  x ò© x ó©  x ò®  xó®  x ò¤   xó¤ 
i:k  ik  i:t it  i:p  ip  i:ng   ing 
x ô¡  x õ¡    x ô© x õ©  x ô®  xõ®  x ô¤   xõ¤ 
eu:k  euk  eu:t eut  eu:p  eup  eu:ng    eung 
x ÷¡   xø¡   x ÷© x ø©  x ÷®  xø®  x ÷¤    xø¤ 
u:k  uk  u:t ut  u:p  up  u:ng    ung 
Àx ñ¡     Àx¡  Àx ñ© Àx©  Àx ñ®  Àx®  Àx ñ¤    Àx¤ 
e:k  ek  e:t et  e:p  ep  e:ng    eng 
Áxñ¡     Áx¡  Áxñ© Áx©  Áxñ®  Áx®  Áxñ¤    Áx¤ 
aa:k  aak  aa:t aat  aa:p  aap  aa:ng    aang 
x ö¡   Âx¡  x ö© Âx©  x ö®  Âx®  x ö¤    Âx¤ 
o:k  ok  o:t ot  o:p  op  o:ng    ong 
x ñº¡   xº¡  x ñº© xº©  x ñº®  xº®  x ñº¤    xº¤ 
oh:k  ohk  oh:t oht  oh:p  ohp  oh:ng   ohng 
Àx ò¡  Àxó¡  Àx ò© Àx ó©  Àx ò®  Àxó®  Àx ò¤    Àxó¤ 
er:k  erk  er:t ert  er:p  erp  er:ng    erng 
x ñ¼¡  x¼¡   x ñ¼© x¼©  x ñ¼®  x¼®  x ñ¼¤    x¼¤ 
ia:k  iak  ia:t iat  ia:p  iap  ia:ng    iang   
x ñ¸¡   x¸¡  x ñ¸© x¸©  x ñ¸®  x¸®  x ñ¸¤    x¸¤ 
ua:k  uak  ua:t uat  ua:p  uap  ua:ng    uang 
Àx ôº¡   Àxõº¡  Àx ôº© Àx õº©  Àx ôº®  Àxõº®  Àx ôº¤    Àx õº¤ 
eua:k  euak  eua:t euat  eua:p  euap  eua:ng euang 
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   Á´È¡ñ−       Á´È¡ñ´      Á´ÈÄ¡     Á´ÈÀ¡ö¾ 
(ªö¸ − ¦½¡ö©) (ªö̧  ´ ¦½¡ö©) (ªö̧  ¨ ¦½¡ö©) (ªö̧  ¸ ¦½¡ö©) 
x ñ−  x¾−  x ñ́   x¾´  Äx Ãx  x¾¨  x ņ̃  x¾¸ 
a:n  an  a:m  am  ay:  ay  a:w  aw 
x ò−  xó−  x ò́   xó́   x ò̈   xó̈   x ò̧   xó¸ 
 i:n  in  i:m  im  i:y  iy  i:w  iw 
x ô−  xõ−  x ố   xṍ   x ô̈   xṏ   x ô̧   xõ¸ 
e:un  eun  e:um  eum  e:uy  euy  e:uw  euw 
x ÷−  xø−  x ǿ   xǿ   x ÷̈   xø̈   x ÷̧   xø¸ 
u:n  un  u:m  um  u:y  uy  u:w  uw 
Àx ñ−  Àx−  Àx ñ́   Àx´  Àx ñ̈   Àx¨  Àx ņ̃   Àx¸ 
e:n  en  e:m  em  e:y  ey  e:w  ew 
Áxñ−  Áx−  Áxñ́    Áx´  Áxñ̈   Áx¨  Áxņ̃   Áx¸ 
aa:n  aan  aa:m  aam  aa:y  aay  aa:w  aaw 
x ö−  Âx−  x ö́    Âx´  Âxñ̈   Âx¨  x ö̧   Âx¸ 
o:n  on  o:m   om  o:y  oy  o:w  ow    
x ñº−  xº−  x ñº´   xº´  x ñº¨  xº¨  x ñº¸  xº¸ 
oh:n  ohn  oh:m  ohm  oh:y  ohy  oh:w  ohw 
Àx ò−  Àxó−  Àx ò́    Àxó́   Àx ò̈   Àxó̈   Àx ò̧   Àxó¸ 
er:n  ern  er:m   erm  er:y  ery  er:w  erw 
Xñ¼−  x¼−   x ñ¼´   x¼´  x ñ¼¨  x¼¨  x ñ¼¸  x¼¸ 
ia:n  ian  ia:m   iam  ia:y  iay  ia:w  iaw 
x ņ̃ −  x¸−  x ņ̃ ´   x¸´  x ñ¸¨  x¸¨  x ņ̃ ¸  x¸¸ 
ua:n  uan  ua:m   uam  ua:y  uay  ua:w  uaw 
Àx ôº−  Àxõº−  Àx ôº´   Àxõº´ Àx ôº¨  Àxõº¨  Àx ôº¸  Àxõº¸ 
eua:n  euan  eua:m euam eua:y  euay  eua:w euaw 
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®ö©»¼−êó− ‡¤     Lesson 1 
 
¡. ¦½ ®¾¨ ©ó ®Ò?     A. Hello. How are you? 
     Sa: bay di boh? 
¢. ©ó, ¢º® Ã¥. Áì½ À¥ �¾ À©È?   B. Fine, thank you. And you? 
     Di, kohp chai:, laa: chao: de? 
¡. ©ó, ¢º® Ã¥.     A. Just fine, thanks. 
    Di, kohp chai: 
 
¡¾−±ô¡Áº®.       Practice.  
¦½®¾¨©ó®Ò?      Hello. How are you? 
¦½®¾¨©ó (ªº−À§�¾)     Good morning. 
¦½®¾¨©ó (ªº−¦¸¨)     Good afternoon. 
¦½®¾¨©ó (ªº−Áì¤)     Good evening. 
 
 
 ¹ñ©¢¼− (To practice to writing) 
 
¡   x½ x½  ¡½   ¢½  £½  ¤½  ¥½  ¦½  §½ 
¢   x¾ x¾  ¡¾  ¢¾  £¾  ¤¾  ¥¾  ¦¾  §¾ 
£   xò xó  ¡ò ¢ó  £ó  ¤ò  ¥ò  ¦ò §ó 
¤   xô xõ  ¡õ  ¢ô  £õ ¤ô ¥ô ¦õ §õ 
¥   x÷ xø  ¡ø  ¢÷ £ø ¤Ñ ¥÷ ¦÷ §ø 
¦   Àx½  Àx  À¡½  À¢  À£  À¤½  À¥½  À¦  À§ 
§   Áx½  Áx  Á¡½  Á¢  Á£  Á¤½  Á¥  Á¦  Á§ 
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®ö©»¼−êó¦º¤     Lesson 2 
 
¢Éº¨©óÃ¥ê†Ä©É²ö®À¥ �¾.     I’m happy to meet you. 
¡.  ®òì, °øÉ − š Á´È− êº´.    A.  Bill, this is Tom. 
     Bi:l, pu ni maan Tohm.  
¢.  ¢Éº¨ ©ó Ã¥ ê† Ä©É ²ö® À¥ �¾, êº´.   B. I’m happy to meet you, Tom. 
     Kohy di chai: ti di pohp chao:, Tohm. 
¡.  ¢º® Ã¥. À§„− ©¼¸ ¡ñ− ¡ñ® À¥�¾.   A. Thank you. The same to you. 
     Kohp chai:, sen diaw gan gap chao:. 
   
¡¾−±ô¡Áº®.     Practice. 
¡. Àº ©¾ °øÉ − š Á´È− êº´.    ¢º¤ ¢Éº¨ = kong kohy = My 
  À ñ́¼ ¢º¤ ¢Éº¨.    À ñ́¼    = mia = Wife 
  °ö̧  ¢º¤ ¢Éº¨.    °ö̧     = pua = husband 
  −¾¨£ëø ¢º¤ ¢Éº¨.    −¾¨£ëø   = nay ku = Teacher 
 
 
 ¹ñ©¢¼− (To practice to writing) 
 

¨  Âx½ Âx Â¨  Â©  Âª½  Â«  Âê  Â−½  Â® 
©   Àx¾½ xð À¨¾½  ©ð  Àª¾½  «ð  êð  À−¾½  ®ð 
ª  Àxò Àxó  À ó̈  À©ó  Àªò  À«ó  Àêò  À− ó  À®ó 
«    Àxñ¼½ Àxñ¼  À¨ñ¼  À©ñ¼  Àªñ¼½  À«ñ¼  Àêñ¼  À− ñ¼½  À®ñ¼ 
ê     Àxôº Àxõº  À¨õº  À©õº  Àªôº  À«õº  Àêõº  À− ôº  À®ôº 
−     xö̧ ½ xö¸  ¨ö¸½  ©ö¸  ªö¸  «ö¸½  êö¸  − ö¸½  ®ö¸ 
®   Äx Ãx   Ä¨  Ã®  Äª  Ä«  Äê  Ã−  Ã© 

Àxö¾ x¿  À¨ö¾  À®ö¾  ª¿  À«ö¾  ê¿  −¿  À©ö¾ 
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®ö©»¼−ê†¦¾´     Lesson 3 
§ˆ¢º¤À¥�¾Á´È−¹¨ñ¤?    What’s your name? 
Seu kong chao: maan nya:ng? 
»ñìÂì, − šÁ´È−®Èº−ìö¤ê½®¼− A. Hello, This is your school registration card 
Ha:nlo, ni maan bohn lo:ng ta: bern 
§ˆ¢º¤¢Éº¨Á´È−     B. My name is ________ 
seu kong kohy maan____ 
ê†μøÈ¢º¤À¥�¾Á È́−¹¨ñ¤?    A. What’s your address? 
Ti yu kong chao: maan nya:ng? 
ê†μøÈ¢º¤¢Éº¨Á´È− 1632 Broadway street. B. My address is 1632 Broadway street. 
Ti yu kong kohy maan 1632 Broadwy street 
ì½¹ñ©−ÕÀ®ó¹ ñ̈¤?     A. What’s your zip code? 
La: hat na:m ber nya:ng? 

ñ́−Á´È−−ÕÀ®ó 30531    B. It’s 30531 
ma:n maan na:m ber 30531 
 
¡¾−±ô¡Áº®.     Practice. 
§ˆ ¢º¤ À¥�¾ Á È́− ¹¨ñ¤?    What’s your name? 
À¥�¾ §ˆ ¹¨ñ¤?     first name? 
−¾´ ¦½ ¡÷− ¢º¤ À¥�¾ Á´È− ¹¨ñ¤?  last name? 
ê† μø È ¢º¤ À¥�¾ Á´È− ¹¨ñ¤?   What’s your address? 
−Õ À®ó Âê ì½ ¦ñ® ¢º¤ À¥�¾ Á´È− ¹¨ñ¤? telephone number? 
−Õ À®ó ®ñ© ¯½ ¥¿ ªö¸ Á´È− ¹¨ñ¤?  Social Security number? 
ì½ ¹ñ© Ä¯ ¦½ − ó ¢º¤ À¥�¾ Á´È− ¹¨ñ¤?  What’s your zip code? 
   ¢º¤À¢ö¾    their 
   ¢º¤ì¾¸    his/her 
 
1 = − ‡¤   =  nyeu:ng 4 = ¦†    = si  7 = À¥ñ©   = che:t  10 = ¦ò®  = si:p 
2 = ¦º¤ = sohng  5 = ¹É¾  = ha  8 = Á¯©  = bpaa:t    
3 = ¦¾´ = sam  6 = ¹ö¡  = ho:k 9 = À¡ �¾    = gao:  
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®ö©»¼−ê†¦†      Lesson 4   
À¥�¾´¾¥¾¡Ã¦?        Where are you from?  
  
¡. ¢Éº¨´¾¥¾¡ ¯½Àê©ì¾¸.      A. I’m from Laos. 
    Kohy ma chak bpa: tet law 
    À¥�¾´¾¥¾¡Ã¦?       Where are you from? 
    Chao: ma chak sai:? 
¢. ¢Éº¨´¾¥¾¡¦½¹½ëñ©º½À´ëò¡¾.     B. I’m from USA. 
    Kohy ma chak sa ha ra:t a me ri ga. 
¡. À´ñ¼¢º¤À¥ �¾´¾¥¾¡¦½¹½ëñ©º½À´ëò¡¾£õ¡ñ−®Ò?   A. Is your wife from Laos, too? 
    Mia kong chao: ma chak sa ha ra:t a me ri ga keu gan boh? 
¢. ®Ò, ì¾¸´¾¥¾¡¯½Àê©ì¾¸.        B. No, she’s from Laos. 
    Boh, law ma chak bpa: tet tai: 
 
¡¾−±ô¡Áº® (Practice) 
¢Éº¨´¾¥¾¡ ¯½Àê©______     
¢Éº¨  = kohy  = I   
À¥�¾  = chao: = you 
ì¾¸  = law  = he or she 
²¸¡Àëö¾ = puak hao: = we 
²¸¡À¥�¾ = puak chao: = you 
²¸¡À¢ö¾ = puak kao: = they 
=kohy pe:n kai:  =I am sick.  
=puak kao: bpen mu = they are friends 
=ma:n maan kong kohy =It was mine 
bpa ko:t = appear 
kay ma bpe:n = become 
hu seu:k = feel 
ber:ng = look 
keu gan = seem 
gi:n = smell 
siang = sound 
si:m = taste 
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kohy hu seu:k meuay = I fell tired 
ber:ng law ku berk ban = she looks  happy 
law gay ma bpe:n kai: = he became ill 
kohy dai: he:n puak kao: = I saw them 
law ma:k lohy na:m = he likes swimming 
 
Certain verbs are frequently followed by two objects: an indirect object and a direct object. 
Some examples are the verbs  Àºö¾´¾(bring) Àºö¾(get), Ã¹É (give), ¨̂−Ã¹É(hand), ¥¾¡Ä¯ 
(leave), ¨ö¡Ã¹É(offer), ¡¾¨Ä¯, ê¾¤¢É¾´(pass), ¦‰¤(send), ¥ñ®, Àºö¾(take), ®º¡(tell), 
ºÈ¾−(read), ¢¼−(write), ¦º−(teach), §œ(buy), ¢¾¨(sell), Á¯¤, ¥ñ©, ªò©(fix), À»ñ©(make) 
 The indirect object is the person to whom, or occasionally for whom, something (the 
direct object) is given, sent, told, and so forth. When a verb is followed by two objects, the 
order after the verb is INDIRECT OBJECT+ DIRECT OBJECT. 
    Indirect object  Direct object 
 ì¾¸ Àºö¾   Ã¹É ¢Éº¨  ¯œ´ 
 He  gave  me   the book. 
 Á¦¤ §œ   Ã¹É ´¾ìó  ¢º¤¢¸ñ− 
 Seng  bought  Mary   a present 
 
Fre quently a phrase introduced by to or for is used instead of the indirect object. The to-
phrase may follow all of the verbs listed above except buy, fix, and make. The for-phrase 
follows buy, fix, and make. When the to or for-phrase is used, the word order the verb is 
DIRECT OBJECT+ PHRASE. Compare: 
   Indirect object  Direct object Phrase 
 He gave me   the book. 
 He  gave    the book to me. 
 Seng bought  Mary  a present. 
 Seng bougt    a present for Mary. 
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