9 -ng?
9 - chl

x
<
Lo e

o)
(%

~
(V)

eu;
eu

o P
<

aex

X

(XX

® ® @ <

CX

(EXS

aa:lae:

CONSONANT ORDER

n-1t
y-nd
u-bt
J -bpt
e - pt
e - f4
w-p3
o -3
J-msd
¢ -yt

s—13

AR &
9 -ws
o - h?
me - ng?
ne - ny#
oy () —n4
oy (o)) —mé
0 @) -1
no - w4
9 ---1.
s-hd

VOWEL ORDER

XX aaae:

X  aalaw

Ixe 0

Xx o

X o

(xas  oh:/aw:

x9X  oh:/aw:

X oh/aw

X9X  ohlaw

(X er

(X er

Xjs  ia;

Xjx i

tXJ
XJX

O

56)
(X9
Xog
XoX
X0
XOX
X
X
(X9
X
X9

ia

eua:
eua
ua:

ua:

ua

ua
ay./ai:
ay./ai:
ow:/ao:
am
ohy/oi:



RULES ON LAO ALPHABETICAL ORDER
(1) The priority of single Lao letters (consonants and vowels) and tone mark is as listed below.

CONSONANTS:
neagaggunnnuuudadudueds aonngny ooy

0o 98
VOWELS:

B O QO O O B} (B} () (B}
Xo XX X9 X X X X ?)( q)}( (XS EXX CX CEXS EXX C6X TX& XX TX (XS XOX

X XOX (XX (XJ2 XJX X] XJX (X9 X9 X0z Xox Xo xox Tx 1x X

o

X

TONE MARKS:

1 2

X X %X X

(2) The letters within words are ordered according to their pronunciation, not the order in which the
letters are written.

Thus, 2o can be found under 24¢-0, not -2-0.

(3) Words without tone marks are ordered before those with tone marks. The following list illustrates
this rule.

no «n «iy «no «io njo njo fijy
(4) Words are ordered on syllable at a time as illustrated in the following list:
NS Neil NS N Nuwa nA

(5) Syllables beginning with double consonants come after syllables beginning with single
consonants, as in the example below

29 (20 (29 S9 209 (209 MaU Ui 9N Mg LN

(6) Syllables which contain an unwritten letter xe are ordered as if the letter x were written, as in the
following list:

g2 9290 SO SU 9 AU g0 (S



LAO SPILLING
CONSONANTS
(1) SIMPLE CONSONANTS:

Lao has 20 consonant sounds and one silent consonant. These can be written with one of 33
consonant letters. (Note: Lao actually has 27 distinct consonant symbols. These symbols combine,
since some letters are pairs of symbols, to make the 33 consonant letters which are found in the
dictionary.) The consonant letters are divided into three groups according to the tone on which they
are spoken as follows:

(a) 8 Akson Kang (Snsiounag ) or low tone (tone 1) consonants:

n a9 o o u dJd ¢ 9
g c¢ch d d b bp vy

(b) 13 Akson Tam (é’ngfsm‘i’ﬂ ) or high tone (tone 3) consonants:

a 2 n W W s 9 ©w W U s Q¥ 9
S f

k t p h ng ny n m r I w

(c) 12 Akson Sung (é’nasug;:) ) or rising tone (tone 4) consonants. These cover the same

basic sounds as the Akson Tam consonants, but are spoken on a different tone level.
(Note: a 13t Akson Sung consonant exists, but is used only for foreign words.)

e 8§ N & o o 0y 0w W W oy 0o
k s t p f h ng ny n m | w



(2) FINAL CONSONANTS  flogzfingadiae

(a)

Lao syllables always have an initial consonant and a vowel. In addition, some syllables
have a final consonant. These final consonants fall into three categories as follows:

Nasals finals: ng, n and m g v Uy

Unreleased stops: k, dandb n a0 U

Semi-finals: y and w g 9

The four most common of these finals have standard and variant spellings as

summarized below.
Sound std. Spelling  Spelling Variant

-k n 2 a

-d 0 9920100
-b U J w il

-n 1 S

Final consonants are written according to their pronunciation rather than according to
their etymological root in Pali or Sanskrit.

snsag  should be Snsan
Sl should be S
Slusis  should be S lUSION

(5] € 5]
ongssgans should be INTOUTA0

Spelling variants of final consonants are only used within polysyllabic words as illustrated
below.

geonzua  asnzysn  fieznau SReu e
s592N91 90610 SNSUI  WINSHAFU
Wzl fazdn  Sdslon  wwsaa



(3) DOUBLE CONSONANTS
SNYaUnOU

(a) Double consonants are consonants which combine with the letters 9, S orQ to froma

single sound unit.
Examples are listed below.

O+
o+
6+
O+
n+
n+
W+

+S

NE)

255

ns

Wo

+&

(NFN)

fa)

+9
0D
219

§1
na
N

Q Q

g5 209 009 0199 08 209 noama Luns GnoA

[R)

1998 299 299N (e’ 51§ naal wss wWsd

(b) Consonants which combine with are not double consonants, but are simply Akson Sung
consonant letters.The is a silent letter. The letter is only used for words coming from
foreign languages.

Sngoud=gy

+9 4 U U +5

a+ 09 0y Y oy s 0

When you write you need to write as followed:
wodacecoaaejutioge jududgi

0

au

ol
(9l

7]

oL

)

o 22
9" eg
0

S

+9

012



()

All other combinations of consonants are understood and pronounced as if the letter xz

came after the initial consonant. The rule concerning the writing of the letter xs is to omit
it in polysyllabic words.

SHESIVEN

S+
o+
0+
6+
e+
0+
U+
W+

+9 +J U U s R 4O
g9 U [P [ FS5 [ 89

2t oU 2ol 95 20
Ny nuU o MU N9 109
A AfS]
ts
02
da do
W

SUs S o S S mea U Souas 83!53 21

0290 Jaaa gagua Jagua 999 159110 999 Sl

gl) s090 450 Gua ewu v S0y wes

(d)

When two of the same consonant come together within a polysyllabic word, one of
them is omitted in the writer word.

JOUVsHn  may be written  gSwzhn
foUV=en  may be written  f9uscen
auuzEudn  may be written  ueENT0
nUUSOA may be written N9
nuusay  may be written  fiusnaw

Q

Suuzasn  may be written  Suzash



VOWELS &se

Lao has 39 vowels symbols which can be classified into three groups: basic vowels, diphthongs and

special vowels.

(1) BASIC VOWELS AND DIPHTHONGS

The nine basic vowels and three diphthongs all have short and long forms. These short and long
vowels in Lao have the same basic sound; they differ only in terms of the duration over which this

sound is produced.

In addition, many of these vowels have two alternative forms depending on whether the syllable
they are in has a final consonant or not. The following list summarizes these different forms.

Short
a

I

eu:

u:

eu:

aa:/ae:

oh:/aw:

er.

eua.

ua.

Short + final
X2 XX
(@]

(©)

X -
X -
9

(XS CXX
(XS EXX
Txe XX
(XS XOX
(@)

X -
(Xj2 XJX
(©)

X9 -
X0z XOX

Long Long + final

a

I

eu

u

e
aalae

oh/aw
er

eua

ua

>0

XOX

XX

XIX



(2) SPECIAL VOWELS sissilsin
Although certain sounds could be written with a short vowel together with a semi-vowel, Lao uses
special vowel symbols instead, as shown in the following list. These special vowels all fall into the
short vowel category. Rules regarding their use are listed below.

ay:/ai: ow:/ao: a:m ohy/oi:
special vowels ~ Tx  %x  Xa X xou
root or alternative Xo XoJ X3+ XU X3

(a) After an Akson Tam or Akson Kang x= is used instead of Xu.
(b) Although there are cases for which Ix (tijuza9e) is interchangeable with Tx (Liiijowu),

in many cases the choice of symbol determines the meaning of the word.
(c) x9¢ is the preferred symbol for the now little used xJ.

(3) WRITING VOWELS
(@) Vowels written above or below a word are written over or under the first letter f single
consonants or the second letter of combined or double consonants.

Single consonants double consonants
Ju nu 8o 3y 0o W as Wy

(b) In polysyllabic words, the first letter x is omitted as shown in the examples below.
oRn =) 2By Sdlun JSo S Jlen Sauaufiu

TONE MARKS Liitfusij9

Lao has four tone marks:
(1) Common: X (Liiten) changes the tone of all syllables to mid tone.

X (Li1n) changes the tone of all syllables to a falling stone.
(2) Rare: % (L1i08) raises the tone of a syllable.
X (Lianso9)



TONE CODE

The combination of letters (consonants and vowels) and tone marks of a Lao syllable tells readers
two things: the sound of the syllable (for example, “ban”) and on what tone level to pronounce that
syllable (for example, high falling). This tone code is summarized below and also inside both the front
and back covers of the dictionary for quick reference.

TONE CODE TABLE
3high 7 high falling Long or Long Short or Tone Mark
2 mid Nasal ending or + stop Short

4 rising NEYRY nou + stop X %

llow 6 low falling Semi-vowel ending nou

&9
Kang
nananudeds 1 6 3 2 5
Tam
aengunu 3 5 2 2 5
wlusaos
Sung
egnaem 4 6 3 2 6
09 e (D) DY) DY) 0D

Short: xz XX X X X ox2 ¢Xx @xs @Xx Ixs XX xag x9x X Xje Xjx (X9

2

%oz xOX IX X X9 X x9¢

Q

Long: xa X % X tx X Ix X XoX ¢X XJ XX (X0 X0 xox




NUMBERS:

10

1234567890

SYMBOLS fiogmuauénsgon:

PUNCTUATION cfiogmuaedn:

) (NISAS) ditto mark (“)
) (NASAS) repeat the previous word
)29 (F918nA1Y) etcetera (etc.)

(:) f99un colon

(,)20 comma

(1) O=9u exclamation mark
(-)8nsu hyphen

(...) cJoRs omission
(())99Qu parentheses

(.) o period

(?)naw question mark

(“") tausou quotation marks
(_ )Samwaw  underlining



NN
o N F=N0)
XN Xan
ak ak
(@) (@]}
XN XN
Ik ik
(©) (O}
XN XN
eu:k euk
N xn
uk uk
XN XN
ek ek
XN XN
aa:k aak
Xn Ixn
ok ok
Xon  xon
oh:k ohk
(@) (@)
N 0N
er:k erk

[

XN xXgn
lack  iak
Xon  xon
ua:k uak
(XN (xon
eua:k euak

FINAL CONSONANTS.

CUno
€0 o F2N0)
X0 xa0
at at
% Xa
it it
% X
eut eut
X X0
ut ut
X0 oXQ
et et
X0 €xa
aa:t aat
X xa
ot ot
90 X90
oh:t oht
X X0
ert ert
Xj0 Xxjo
la:t iat
o0 xon
ua:t uat
(X90 ¢X90
eua:t euat

CINU
€0 U g2N0)
XU XU
ap ap
(@) Q
XU XU
p ip
(©) (O]
XU XU
eu:p eup
XU XU

2 VU

up up
XU XU

ep ep

XU XU
aa:p aap
XU Txu
op op

XoU  x9U
oh:p ohp
XU (XU

erp erp
XJju  xJu
la:p iap

Xou  Xou
ua:p uap
(X9U (XU
eua:p euap

11

Ny
€0 9§ g=N0)
X9 xa9
a:ng ang
X)X
ing ing
X)X
eu:ng eung
AN
u:ng ung
(X9 X9
e:ng  eng
X9 X9
aa:ng aang
X9 1x9
o:ng ong
X909 x99
oh:ng ohng
(X9 X9
er:ng erng
X319 %19
ja:ng  iang
X0 x99
ua:ng uang

o (O]
(X99 (X909
eua:ng euang



N

€0 U g=N0)

XU XaU
an an
(@) (@}
XU XU
N in
(©) (O}
XU XU
e:un eun
XU xu
u:n un
XU XU
e:n  en
XU XU
aa:n aan
XU Ixu
o:n  on
XoU  X9OU
oh:n ohn
(@) (@)
XU (XU
ern ern
XU xJu
ja:n ian
XOU  Xou
ua:n uan
[©) (O}
(XOU (XoU
eua:n euan

Ny

€0 U F=N0)

XU X9
am am
(@) (@}
XU XU
km im
(O] (O}
XU XU
e:um eum
XU Xy
u:m um
XU X
em  em
WXy Xy
aa:m aam
XU Ixu
om om
XolU X9
oh:m ohm
O (@)
XU XU
erm erm
XJu  Xju
lam lam
X0l  Xou
ua:m uam
(O] (O}
(XOU  (XOU
eua:m euam

N

(o & F=N0)

AX TX xae)
ay: ay
(@) (@}

Xe)  XeJ

Ly iy

(O] (O}

Xe)  XeJ

e:uy euy
Xy X

uy uy
(X&) CXe)
ey ey
wXe)  xe
aayy aay
IXe  Uxe
oy oy
X9t X9
oh:y ohy
(@) (@)

(X8 (XeJ
ery ery
XJu  xje
jaty iay
X0t X0
uayy uay
(O] )

(X9 (Xo8)

eua:y euay

12

N

€0 9 F=N0)

X0
a:w
(@)
X0
W
(O]
X0
e:uw
X0
u:w
(X0
e:w
X0
aa:w
X0
o:W
X990
oh:w
(@)
(XD
er:w
X30
ERY
X090
ua:w
(©)
(X990

X1
aw

(@]

X0
W
)

X

euw
X

VU

uw
(X
ew
(XD
aaw
Txo
ow
X990
ohw
(X0
erw
X0
law
X090
uaw
(X990

eua.w euaw



) Qo
UOSJIJUID:]

n. ge v 6 52

Sa: bay di boh?

Q g_:- 1
o. 0, 29U 1A, €A (39 (1?

Di, kohp chai:, laa: chao: de?
n. 8, e9u 1.

Di, kohp chai:

naveinesu.
geUauid?
SORTIe (mauué;ﬁ)
Scuae (9USoY)
Suael (19UKR)

finegw (To practice to writing)

Ao 20 o L H © =
o X0 X
e X9 X

ne g
na o e9
O Q
(O] [©}
n e
n e
Y 2
(Ne €2
(e 62

Lesson 1
A. Hello. How are you?
B. Fine, thank you. And you?

A. Just fine, thanks.

Practice.

Hello. How are you?
Good morning.
Good afternoon.
Good evening.

a1 91 A9 g1 99
8 9 9 § ¢
8 9 49 8 8
@ 3 7 ¥ 35

1 (9 S (& (g
Y L9 L 8

13
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s juiisoy Lesson 2

BouftafLtiucia. I'm happy to meet you.

n. Ua, i« maw. A. Bill, this is Tom.
Bi:l, pu ni maan Tohm.

o. 89w 8 12§14 fu (3, now. B. I'm happy to meet you, Tom.
Kohy di chai: ti di pohp chao:, Tohm.

n. 29u 1a. (SU 030 M fiv (5. A. Thank you. The same to you.

Kohp chai:, sen diaw gan gap chao:.

navenesu. Practice.

n.( aa i v mew. 299 89¢ = kong kohy =My
iy 299 S9e. Sy = mia = Wife
7o 299 S9¢. i) = pua = husband
UIuas 297 89, uauas =nayku = Teacher

finegw (To practice to writing)

Tz lx 1o la lag g o lue Tu

o

(X2 X B9g O 9g 1) 0 ag

Co

O Q (@] Q O Q) O (@] (@]

(X (X @ @ o6l ¢t) i W

(XJs X3 @ g e )y g olje 3
() (O] (O] (O] ) ) (O] (O] [©)
(X9 (X9 (©9 (09 (o (ijo wis (o Ws
XosXo oz 0o 0o N0z o Yoz U9
Ixx e T e g o T T

(X9 X9 & U da e gia Wa

c & s 85 - DO C
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Josjuiigau Lesson 3

5@8 3&%;61&;3112]15’ 9? What's your name?

Seu kong chao: maan nya:ng?

Sala, ORI JNSUIJY A. Hello, This is your school registration card
Ha:nlo, ni maan bohn lo:ng ta: bern

§@83§9@JLLQU B. My name is

seu kong kohy maan___~

zﬁ'g}@g 3[,%"’61@3311211@’ 9? A. What's your address?

Ti yu kong chao: maan nya:ng?
o 98ouuiu 1632 Broadway street.  B. My address is 1632 Broadway street.
Ti yu kong kohy maan 1632 Broadwy street

Qeiiodacings? A. What's your zip code?
La: hat na:m ber nya:ng?
Duuuacy 30531 B. It's 30531

ma:n maan na:m ber 30531

n"]lJEJHEEBU. Practice.
8 29 (59 iy o 9? What's your name?
(A9 8 mifg? first name?
U &2 NU 297 (59 ne9? last name?
& IEN (A iy o 9? What's your address?
Yo o0 Y as Su 299 (59 @y 9?2 telephone number?
4 ¢ Ja s Ha Bo win mde? Social Security number?
Qe 010 1 g2 1 299 (39 mei9? What's your zip code?
29921 their
299299 his/her

lzfij = nyeu:ng 4=§ =si 7=t3n =chet 10=8&u =sip
2 =899 = sohng 5=#9 =ha 8 =« =hpaat
3 =& = sam 6=0n =hok 9 =i =gao



Jos Juiis Lesson 4

22
[-RJ

(39N 182 Where are you from?
N. 8981999N JSinnR90. A. I'm from Laos.
Kohy ma chak bpa: tet law
(Hayaaanteg? Where are you from?
Chao: ma chak sai:?
2. 891NN UMNFNSSOOLLUSNA. B. I'm from USA.
Kohy ma chak sa ha ra:t a me ri ga.
n. Lﬁg@83&%ﬂhﬂ’%ﬂﬂﬁ$iﬂ$§ﬂ®$£h§ﬂGlﬁﬁ‘uil’l? A. Is your wife from Laos, too?
Mia kong chao: ma chak sa ha ra:t a me ri ga keu gan boh?
o, zf"J, QDU IMNYSNORN9D. B. No, she’s from Laos.

Boh, law ma chak bpa: tet tai:

naweinesu (Practice)

Sogaaan Jsann

39¢ = kohy =
(9 = chao: = you
Q90 = law = he or she

woneda = puak hao: =we
woneaa = puak chao: =you

wone@a = puak kao: = they
=kohy pe:n kai: =l am sick.

=puak kao: bpen mu = they are friends
=ma:n maan kong kohy =It was mine
bpa ko:t = appear

kay ma bpe:n = become

hu seu:k = feel

ber:ng = look

keu gan = seem

gi:n = smell

siang = sound

si:m = taste
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kohy hu seu:k meuay = | fell tired

ber:ng law ku berk ban = she looks happy
law gay ma bpe:n kai: = he became ill
kohy dai: he:n puak kao: = | saw them

law ma:k lohy na:m = he likes swimming

Certain verbs are frequently followed by two objects: an indirect object and a direct object.
Some examples are the verbs (&aua(bring) (94 (get), (31 (give), Huldi(hand), aantd
(leave), &n (di(offer), nawtd, mag8au(pass), é?j(send), U, (99 (take), uan(tell),
99u(read), 21 (write), Sou(teach), EQi(buy), o9g)(sell), w9, a0, da(fix), cSa(make)

The indirect object is the person to whom, or occasionally for whom, something (the
direct object) is given, sent, told, and so forth. When a verb is followed by two objects, the
order after the verb is INDIRECT OBJECT+ DIRECT OBJECT.

Indirect object Direct object
299 (99 (81 8ow Ju
He gave me the book.
gy 8 3 wad 299201
Seng bought Mary a present

Frequently a phrase introduced by to or for is used instead of the indirect object. The to-

phrase may follow all of the verbs listed above except buy, fix, and make. The for-phrase
follows buy, fix, and make. When the to or for-phrase is used, the word order the verb is

DIRECT OBJECT+ PHRASE. Compare:

Indirect object Direct object Phrase
He gave me the book.
He gave the book to me.
Seng bought Mary a present.

Seng bougt apresent  for Mary.
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